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Energy industry leaders travel to Tulsa for 
DUG Midcontinent 
 

(TULSA, Okla.) — VisitTulsa and the City of Tulsa will welcome Hart Energy next week. Hart 

Energy, a leader in energy news, data, analysis and conferences for 30-plus years, is hosting the latest in 

its successful series of DUG (Developing Unconventionals) conferences, focused on developing 

unconventional gas and other resources. The conference will take place at Renaissance Tulsa Hotel and 

Convention Center, April 22-24.  

 

The DUG Midcontinent conference will address the early success of unconventional drilling and 

completion technologies in the Mississippi Lime play region of North-central Oklahoma and South-

central Kansas, as well as other emerging Midcontinent plays. 

 

Despite being in its first year, the conference is already developing a reputation as a key place for 

dialogue around the Mississippi Lime. Exhibitor space sold out within the first day of announcing the 

conference. Attendance was initially estimated at 400, but Hart Energy now anticipates more than 1,000 

attendees. 
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“We were invited by VisitTulsa and Mayor Bartlett to bring our DUG conference series to Tulsa, and 

we were very happy to accept,” said Rich Eichler, CEO, Hart Energy. “Tulsa is a hotbed for 

unconventional oil and gas production with the Mississippi Lime, and with Hart Energy being a leader 

covering unconventional resource activity and technology, attendees will be able to hear firsthand from 

the key players who are operating in this region,” Eichler said. 

 
Ray Hoyt, senior vice president of VisitTulsa stated: “We are thrilled to host Hart Energy’s DUG 

Midcontinent conference. Conferences such as this continually increase awareness of our region’s 

premier facilities. As a result, our region’s presence as a destination for tourists and business travelers 

across the nation grows, and in turn, our economy grows and prospers.” 

 

The DUG Midcontinent conference will bring more than two dozen industry leaders as speakers to 

Tulsa. Among those is local leader Pierce Norton, executive vice president, commercial, ONEOK and 

ONEOK Partners. Norton will speak on a panel examining the current state of legacy infrastructure in 

the midcontinent and plans expand that base.  

 

Another local leader, Steve Antry, chairman and CEO, Eagle Energy of Oklahoma LLC, will also speak 

at the conference. Antry will describe how he put together a leading Mississippi Lime position as the 

portfolio’s acquirer presents plans for the assets and how its new Lime play brings strategic upside 

potential to its overall corporate-growth projections. 

 

In addition to its impact on the Tulsa region’s tourism and convention market, Chamber and City leaders 

believe bringing these key players to Tulsa will increase the visibility of the region’s energy industry. 

“The Chamber has identified energy as a target sector for its economic development efforts,” said Justin 

McLaughlin, senior vice president of economic development for the Tulsa Regional Chamber. “The 

energy industry is vitally important for our region, bringing countless jobs and an economic impact of 

more than $10 billion annually,” McLaughlin said.   

 

Tulsa Mayor Dewey Bartlett stated: “Tulsa has a long and storied history in the energy industry. Events 

such as the DUG Midcontinent conference help increase the visibility of Tulsa as a top-tier city in 

energy sector, and will bring energy professionals from across the region and country to Tulsa for 

enhanced educational, professional development and business opportunities.” 
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Editors Notes: 

 

For more information on the conference, visit www.dugmidcontinent.com.  

 

About VisitTulsa 

VisitTulsa, a division of the Tulsa Regional Chamber, is dedicated to promoting the Tulsa region as a 

premier destination for global leisure travel and convention business. VisitTulsa partners with area 

hotels, attractions and restaurants, leading a united effort to draw visitors to the region and grow the 

economic impact of conventions and tourism. 

 

About Hart Energy  

For 30-plus years, Hart Energy has been a leader covering news and technology for energy investors 

and executives. The Houston-based company publishes Oil and Gas Investor, E&P, Midstream 

Business, and FUEL, online data services (OilandGasInvestor.com, UGcenter.com, A-Dcenter.com), 

and industry newsletters, and provides research and consulting services. With its successful DUG™ 

conference series, maps, playbooks, and research studies, Hart Energy offers exceptional depth in 

unconventional resources information. Visit HartEnergy.com for more information.  
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